Asparagine synthetase polymorphisms and toxicity and efficacy of asparaginases.
Asparaginases develop innovative "tumor starvation" conditions for all antileukemia treatments; however, administrations are limited by the toxicities of this drug. Patients exhibiting moderate toxicity have optimal treatment outcomes. Certain asparagine synthetase polymorphisms may contribute to severe host toxicities in divergent subsets of patients, whereas others do not. Clinical correlations should be evaluated.